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Erom Curse to Blessing’

B he opening verse in the daily order of public prayer is the
, familiar “Ma toyu ohalekha Yaakov, mishkenotekha Yisrael” “How good
are your tents, O Jacob, your dwelling places, O Israel” (Numbers
24:5). It must be quite an important verse to be so strategically and
significantly placed, as it is the very first thing we say as we enter the
Yo symagogue. And indeed it is just that, For as the opening chord in the
overture to the Morning Services, “ma tovy” sets the key for the entire
dayof prayer, the symphony of the Jew’s mind and heart and soul rising
harmoniously with those of all of Israel towards our Father in Heaven.
Justwhat does this verse mean? Our Sages (Pesikta Numbers 129)
( [ interpreted “tent” and “dwelling place” to refer to synagogues and reli-
gious schools. “How good are your synagogues and your halls of study”
is the meaning of this blessing. May they increase in influence and grow
in beauty and splendor. And this blessing, which is found in today’s sidra,
comes from a most surprising source. It was first utterad, our Bible tells
(/us, notby a Jew but by 2 non-Jew - and an enemy of Israel, at that. Tt was

————————————

1. Julyio, 1034,
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